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EXEMPTION UNDER PUBLIC LAW 550, TRAINING FOR 
CERTAIN PERSONS PERFORMING SERVICES AS 
MISSIONARIES 





MONDAY, JULY 20, 1953 


House or RePresENTATIVES, 
SuBCOMMITTER ON EpucaTion AND TRATNING 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m. in room 355, Old House Office 
Building, the Honorable William L. Springer (subcommittee chair- 
man), presiding. 

Present: Representatives Springer, Adair and Hagen. 

Mr. Sprrncer. The subcommittee will come to order. 

We are meeting this morning to consider the bill, S, 631, which is 
companion to the bill, H. R. 2866, introduced and pending before this 
committee. 

Without objection, I will insert at this point the text of the bill as 
well as the Veterans’ Administration report thereon and a letter from 
the Honorable Clifton Young, of Nevada. 

(The papers referred to are as follows:) 


[S. 631, 838d Cong., Ist sess.] 


AN ACT To permit veterans to suspend or delay their programs of education or training 
under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 in order to perform services as 
missionaries 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, That section 212 of the Veterans’ Readjust- 

ment Assistance Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 664, 38 U. 8S. C. 917), is amended by adding 
at the end thereof a new subsection as follows: 

““(d) In the case of an eligible veteran who, after his discharge or release from 
active service, is engaged in performing full-time services as a missionary (either 
within or outside the United States) by a religious denomination or interdenomi- 
national mission organization having a bona fide organization in the United 
States, any period, not exceeding a total of thirty-six months, during which such 
eligible veteran is so engaged 

“(1) shall be added to the periods prescribed by subsection (a) within 
which such eligible veteran must initiate a program of education or training ; 

“(2) shall be disregarded in applying the provisions of subsection (b) 
which require an eligible veteran to pursue his program of education or 
training continuously until completion.” 

Passed the Senate June 18 (legislative day, June 8), 1953. 

Attest: J. MARK Trice, Secretary. 


[H. R. 2866, 838d Cong., 1st sess.] 

A BILL To permit veterans to suspend or delay their programs of education or training 
under the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 in order to perform services 
as missionaries 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, That section 212 of the Veterans’ Readjust- 
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ment Assistance Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 664, 38 U. S. C. 917), is amended by adding 
at the end thereof a new subsection as follows: 

“(d) In the case of an eligible veteran who, after his discharge or release from 
active service, is engaged in performing full-time services as a missionary (either 
within or outside the United States) by a religious denomination or interdenomi- 
national mission organization having a bona fide organization in the United 
States, any period, not exceeding a total of thirty-six months, during which such 
eligible veteran is so engaged— 

“(1) shall be added to the periods prescribed by subsection (a) within 
which such eligible veteran must initiate a program of education or training; 

“(2) shall be disregarded in applying the provisions of subsection (b) 
which require an eligible veteran to pursue his program of education or train- 
ing continuously until completion; and 

“(3) shall be added to the seven-year period after discharge or release 
from active service in determining the expiration of the period of eligibility 
for education or training of such eligible veteran under section 213.” 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 8, 1958. 
Hon. Epirn Nourse Rocers, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Rogers: This will refer to your request for a report by the Veterans’ 
Administration relative to H. R. 2866, 883d Congress, bill to permit veterans to 
suspend or delay their programs of education or training under the Veterans’ 
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 in order to perform services as missionaries. 

The general purpose of the bill is to relax the requirements pertaining to the 
initiation and completion of a program of education or training under title II 
of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 in the cases of veterans 
who engage in fulltime missionary service for a religious denomination or inter- 
denominational organization. 

H. R. 2866, if enacted, would accomplish such purpose by amending section 
212 of the act to add a new subsection (d) which would provide, as to the men- 
tioned class of veterans, that 

* * * any period, not exceeding a total of thirty-six months, during which such 
eligible veteran is so engaged 

(1) Shall be added to the period prescribed by subsection (a) within 
which such eligible veteran must initiate a program of education or training; 

(2) Shall be disregarded in applying the provisions of subsection (b) 
which require an eligible veteran to pursue his program of education or train- 
ing continuously until completion; and 

(3) Shall be added to the seven-year period after discharge or release 
from active service in determining the expiration of the period of eligibility 
for education or training of such eligible veteran under section 213. 

Sections 212 and 213 of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, to 
which reference appears above, contain the provisions of existing law relative to 
the initiation and completion of a program of education or training under the act. 
More specifically, section 212 provides that no eligible veteran shall be entitled 
to initiate such a program after August 20, 1954, or 2 years after his discharge or 
release from active service, whichever is later. This provision is implemented 
by a further requirement (sec, 212 (b)) that, on and after the delimiting date 
thus established, he must pursue his program continuously until completion, 
“except that an eligible veteran may suspend the pursuit of his program for 
periods of not more than 12 consecutive months, and may suspend the pursuit of 
such program for longer periods if the Administrator finds that the suspension 
for each such period was due to conditions beyond the control of the eligible vet- 
eran.” Section 213 of the act provides that no training shall be afforded an 
eligible veteran beyond 7 years after the date of his discharge or release from 
active service, and establishes an overall termination date for the program as 7 
years after the end of the basic service period. (The act defines the basic service 
period as the period beginning on June 27, 1950, and ending on a date to be de- 
termined by Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. ) 

The effect, therefore, of the enactment of H. R. 2866 would be to add to the 
2-year period during which a program may be initiated, any period of service 
as a missionary not exceeding a total of 36 months, and would provide that any 
suspension of his program because of such missionary service would be disre- 
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garded in the administration of the continuous training requirement. It would 
also extend for a like period the date after discharge or release from active 
service by which a program of education or training would otherwise be required 
to be completed. However, it does not appear that the bill would change the 
overall terminal date of the program established, as mentioned, by section 213 
as 7 years after the end of the basic service period. 

As the law now stands, the requirements as to the dates by which a program 
of education or training must be initiated and completed are positive. The 
Veterans’ Administration is, of course, without authority to extend administra- 
ively these provisions by regulation or otherwise. With respect to the “con- 
tinuous pursuit” requirements, there is reserved to the Veterans’ Administration 
some measure of administrative discretion in determining whether the suspension 
of the pursuit of the program for a period in excess of 12 calendar months after 
the statutory delimiting date is for a reason beyond the control of the veteran. 
It is the view of the Veterans’ Administration, however, that it may not properly 
determine that the suspension of the pursuit of a program by a veteran in order 
that he may perform missionary service which he elected to follow could, stand- 
ing alone, satisfy this requirement of existing law. It should be noted that this 
conclusion is consistent with that reached with respect to the analogous situa- 
ation under the regulation issued by the Veterans’ Administration on April 1, 
1950, to implement the initiation date requirement of the education and training 
program for World War II veterans (title Il, Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
of 1944, as amended). 

The education and training provisions of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance 
Act of 1952 were enacted after extensive consideration by the committees of both 
the Senate and the House of Representatives. Such consideration involved not 
only a study of the provisions of the bill (H. R. 7656, 82d Cong.) which became the 
Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act, but a comprehensive review of all facets 
of the operations under the mentioned education and training program for World 
War II veterans provided by title II of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944, as amended. It is, therefore, significant that both of the programs of the 
1952 enactment (education and training and loan guaranty) which would be 
administered by the Veterans’ Administration followed the principles of the 
earlier act, in that fixed delimiting dates for the expiration of such benefits were 
established. This was a reaffirmation of a congressional policy which has been 
applied to all specific rehabilitation and readjustment benefits for veterans of 
both World War II and of the period of service which commenced June 27, 1950. 
In all of these instances (loan guaranty, readjustment allowance, and vocational 
rehabilitation training, as well as education and training) the Congress was 
obviously aware of the fact that out of the millions of persons involved there 
would be some, and possibly many, who might find it difficult to accommodate 
their personal plans to any precise delimiting dates. Presumably, this fact was 
weighed against the administrative complexities inherent in any attempt to gear 
the duration of such programs to the particular needs of individuals. Rather, 
in each instance, the Congress fixed limitations for each program so as to afford 
reasonably generous periods of time during which the needs of most of the 
potential beneficiaries would be met. 

The instant bill would not change the concept that the education and training 
program for veterans of service on and after June 27, 1950, should be a tempo- 
rary readjustment program, but would accommodate the program to the problems 
of a particularly situated group of veterans in a manner denied the great ma- 
jority of veterans. Consequently, the bill may be said to favor one class of 
veterans over other classes who might well be able to establish that cirecum- 
stances of their cases were equally meritorius. In full realization of the fact 
that the purposes of the group thus favored might be argued to be unusually 
commendable, it is possible, nevertheless, that the enactment of this bill would 
create pressure for further exceptions in favor of other groups who could reason- 
ably urge that the facts of their cases warranted equal treatment. 

It has not been possible to reliably estimate the additional costs which would 
result from the enactment of this bill as the number of potential beneficiaries is 
unknown. 

The Bureau of the Budget advised the Veterans’ Administration, in connection 
with a substantially similar report on the Senate companion bill (S. 631, 838d 
Cong.) that it cannot recommend favorable action on this proposed legislation. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. V. STIRLING, 
De puty {\dmir istrator 
(For and in the absence of the Administrator) 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HovuseE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., July 8, 1958. 
The Honorable W1LLIAM L. SPRINGER, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Education and Training, 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, House Office Building, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Drar CONGRESSMAN SPRINGER: I should like to take this opportunity to urge 
the early consideration and approval of S. 631, which would permit veterans 
to suspend or delay their programs of education or training under the Veterans’ 
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 in order to perform services as mis- 
sionaries. 

For many years the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been 
sending out young men as missionaries. After devoting 2 to 2% years to this 
service unpaid and at their own expense, they return to eStablish themselves 
in other careers. 

While many of these young men in the missionary service would be exempt 
from military duty to perform this work, this exemption was voluntarily waived 
by the church, and it was decided not to call as missionaries after January 31, 
1951, any young men who were fit to be classified as 1—A, preferring that they 
serve their country first and then return to serve their church. 

Under existing provisions these returning veterans who perform traditional 
military service lose the education benefits of this act. 

I feel that the performance of such religious activity by returning veterans 
should be encouraged and that the provisions of the present law are an undesir- 
able deterrent to this commendable work. I, therefore, wholeheartedly recom- 
mend favorable consideration of 8. 631. 

Very truly yours, 
Ciirron YOUNG, 
Member of Congress. 


Mr. Sprincer. The bill seeks to provide that ir addition to the 


2-year period that a veteran has in which to initiate a course of train- 
ing under Public Law 550 of the 82d Congress, he shall have added 
to such period a total of not to exceed 36 months for such period to 
cover any time the veteran spent as a missionary either within or 
without the United States. 

I have invited all of the veterans’ organizations to testify, but I 
am advised that none of the four recognized organizations desire 
to be heard on this question. 

However, Members of Congress are here who are interested in this 
program, and we will be glad to hear from them after the statement 
of the Veterans’ Administration representative. 

We will now hear from Mr. A. H. Monk, the executive assistant 
to the Assistant Administrator for Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Education. 

Mr. Monk. 


STATEMENT OF A. H. MONK, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE 
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR VOCATIONAL REHABILITA- 
TION AND EDUCATION 


Mr. Monk. Congressman Springer, we have filed our report and I 
have nothing to add to that report. I presume that it is not necessary 
to read the report, 

Mr. Sprincer. No. A copy of the report has been inserted in the 
vermanent record. 

Mr. Haven, do vou want to ask any questions 4 

Mr. Hacen. No. 
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Mr. Serrncer. Mr. Monk, is there anything you would like to add? 

Mr. Monx. I might point out that as passed by the Senate, the 
bill would not extend the ¢-year period beyond the veteran’s release 
from active service for eligibility under Public Law 550. I believe 
the House bill would extend the 7 -year period as well as the period 
for initiation and the period for interruption after initiation. 5S. 630 
as introduced would have done the same thing. 

Mr. Hagen. Is this a grandfather-clause situation, or is this pri- 
marily to help persons who in the future wish to engage in these 
missionary activities? Is it intended to help those in the past who 
have lost their opportunity under Public Law 550? 

Mr. Monk. As I understand, it is for the future only. Public Law 
550 has not been in operation but a short period of time, and I do not 
believe anybody neal have reached the delimiting date as of yet. 

Mr. Hacen. I wondered if it was designed to help those who have 
engaged in missionary work and lost their chance, whether it would 
restore their rights. 

Mr. Sprincer. Is that anticipated, to restore the rights of those who 
have lost them by reason of having engaged in missionary work ? 

Mr. Monk. No, sir; because the earliest delimiting date under 
Public Law 550 would be August 1954, so nobody has reached the 
point where they could not initiate their course. 

Mr. Sprincer. Any other questions? 

Mr. Hacen. The cost to the Government is no greater ? 

Mr. Monk. The cost to the Government is no greater assurning these 
men would take the training in any event. 

Mr. Hacen. This merely permits the missionary activity to come 
first ? 

Mr. Mong. Yes. 

Mr. Hagen. And the total cost is the same? 

Mr. Monk. Assuming they would enter training in any event. 

Mr. Springer. This is in effect an extension of the statute of limi- 
tation ? 

Mr. Monk. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sprincer. Any further questions ? 

Thank you, Mr. Monk. 

We will now hear from Senator Bennett, of Utah. 


STATEMENT OF HON. WALLACE F. BENNETT, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF UTAH 


Mr. Sprincer. Senator, I have your statement. Would you like me 
to insert it in the record at this point, and then you talk informally, 
if you would like to? 

Senator Bennett. Let me substitute this, which is a little more ac- 
curate. As this bill was under development, we changed the ground 
rules. I issued one statement on the basis of the draft, and we later 
changed the draft, and this is the statement which fits the later draft, 

Mr. Sprincer. Without objection, the statement of Senator Bennett 
of Utah with reference to S. 631 is introduced in the record and made 
a part thereof at this point. 
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(The statement referred to is as follows:) 


SraTeMENT on §. 631 

This bill would enable returning Korean veterans to perform a traditional, 
full-time, unpaid, religious missionary service for their church without losing 
the educational benefits of the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, 
commonly know as the Korean G. I. bill. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (commonly known as the 
Mormon Church), for many years has sent out young men as missionaries when 
they were about the ages of these returning veterans. However, the performance 
of this missionary work by the returning veteran involves such a delay in, or 
such an interruption of, his educational program that, under the requirements of 
the act as to time of initiation or allowed interruption, he loses his benefits under 
the act. There may be other churches with the same problem, but we know of 
no others. 

1. The present act (sec. 212a) requires the veteran to initiate his education 
program within 2 years after his discharge or release from active service. This 
bill provides that up to 36 months time spent in missionary work as defined by 
this bill would be disregarded in applying this limitation on the time for initiat- 
ing the program of education. 

2. The present act (sec. 212b) provides that the veteran cannot interrupt his 
education program for more than 12 months. This bill would provide that up 
to 36 months time spent in missionary work as defined by this bill would be dis- 
regarded in applying this limitation on interruption of the program of education. 

For more than 120 years, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 
been sending out young men from 18 to 25 years of age as missionaries. Ordi- 
marily, they spend 2 to 214 years in this service, unpaid and at their own expense, 
and return to establish themselves in other careers, since the church has no 
paid ministry. This is the accepted pattern of life for an orthodox and devoted 
member of the church. 

When the Korean war began, there were approximately 3,000 young men in 
the missionary service of this church. Ordinarily, they have been exempt from 
military service to perform this missionary work; however, in order to eliminate 
the conflict with the draft law for young men of this age, this exemption was 
voluntarily waived by the church and it decided not to call as missionaries after 
January 31, 1951, any young men who were fit to be classified as I-A. It asked 
them to serve their country first and then return to serve their church. That 
was before the present GI bill was written, and it was not known then that, if 
such returning veterans were to perform the traditional missionary service, 
they would lose the education benefits of this act. This makes it a difficult 
choice for the boys. 

The purpose of this bill is to enable these boys to perform this missionary serv- 
ice without foregoing the benefits they may be entitled to under the act. 

This bill does not extend the overall time for the receipt of benefits under the 
Veterans’ Readjustment Act of 1952, nor does it extend the overall time under 
which the Veterans’ Administration would be obligated to administer benefits 
under the act. 

This bill would not result in any additional costs in benefits received or in the 
administration of the act. 


Senator Bennerr. I felt I would like to come over and answer any 
questions you might have in your minds about this missionary sys- 
tem, which is an unusual system, as it relates to persons that might be 
subject to the draft. 

Mr. Sprrincer. How many men are going to be affected by this 
legislation ¢ 

Senator Bennerr. As near as I can figure, about one thousand a 
year. That is the greatest potential. 

Mr. Sprincer. The reason I asked the question, last Saturday I 
was with Mr. Fields, the vice president of the University of Southern 
California, and we were talking about this proposed legislation, and 
he told me that the Mormon Church was building a large foundation 
on the University of Southern California campus, and I think he told 
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me this as a matter of fact, that there were more students of the Mor- 
mon religion enrolled at the University of Southern California than 
at any other university except Brigham Young University, and that 
included the University of Utah. 

Senator Bennett. I would be inclined to doubt that. 

Mr. Sprrncer. When he told me that, I thought the number would 
be considerably more than 1,000. 

Senator Bennerr. The church, before the Korean war, had men 
and women—and women represent 6 or 7 percent of the total—of 
about 4,000 in the missionary service. Their time runs from 2 to 
214 years. 

Mr. Sprincer. Actually, every person does not enter into this pro- 
gram / 

Senator Bennett. No, It is a voluntary program. These young- 
sters get no pay for the time they are in the missionary service. They 
give 2 or 21, 6 years of their lives without compensation in the service 
of the church, and when the Korean war started it was obvious if the 
church maintained that rate of approximately 4,000 at all times on 
these missions it would seriously handicap the selective service in such 
States as Utah, Idaho, and Wyoming, so the church agreed with Se- 
lective Service it would not call any man who is 1-A. 

Mr. Hagen. This legislation does not relate to selective service ? 

Senator Bennerr. No. This is background. The church said to 
the people wee had expected to go on these missions if things had 
been normal, “Go in the Army and serve your time, then when you 
come out you can go on the mission.’ But when they came out they 
found themselves faced with the choice, if they went on the mission 
they would lose their right to get GI education. It presented a hard 
choice. 

I introduced S. 631, and a similar bill was introduced in the House, 
so that these boys, after they served their draft period or enlistment, 
would not lose their GI education privileges because they wanted to 
ro out for 2 or 21% years and give this missionary service. 

Mr. Hacen. Do you have any substantial overseas missions, out- 
side continental United States? 

Senator Bennett. Yes. About one-third of the missionary forces 
of the church serve outside the United States. 

Mr. Hagen. Are there any in the Near East? 

Senator Bennett. No. They serve only in Ciiristian countries, 
mostly in Europe, the Hawaiian Islands, the South Sea Islands, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, and some in Japan. We do not go to darkest 
Africa, India, and non-Christian areas. These boys are amateurs. 
They go out for this pel ‘iod of time. 

Mr. Hacen. They are good-will ambassadors? 

Senator Bennerr. I think they are pretty good good-will ambassa- 
dors for the United States, because they are carefully selected. I 
have had 2 sons who have served, 1 in England and 1 in Belgium; and 
2 brothers who have served in England. This has been going on for 
130 years, so the system is well established. 

Mr. Hacen. Do you know of any other churches who have a similar 
problem ¢ 

Senator Bennett. I do not know of any other that uses a strictly 
nonpay group of draft age as missionaries. 


u 
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Mr. Hacen. Of course this legislation would apply to other churches 
whose members were in the missionary service ¢ 

Senator Bennerr. That is right. In the hearing over in the Sen- 
ate nobody came forward to say that their church had a similar in- 
terest and that they were intere sted in the bill. 

Mr. Sprincer. Any further questions? 

ir. Hacen. No. 

Mr. Sprincer. Mr. Adair? 

Mr. Apair. No. 

Mr. Sprincer. Senator, thank you very much. I think it is a good 
program and a very Christian thing to do. 

Senator Bennetr. Thank you for your consideration. 

Mr. Sprrncer. We will now hear from Mr. Dawson. 


STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM A. DAWSON, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF UTAH 


Mr. Dawson. I have no prepared statement. 

Mr. Sprincer. That is all right. 

Mr. Dawson. I simply want to add to what Senator Bennett has 
said in reference to one question I think was asked by yourself in 
regard to these missionaries being good-w illambassadors. These boys, 
in my opinion, are the best good-will ambassadors that this country 
could possibly have, for this reason: They go over there and they 
are working with a type of people that usually we do not reach. 
They work with the undercrust, the people we do not hear too much 
about. 

During the last few months a number of these boys have called at 
my office on their way back from Europe, after having been there 
for 21% years, and they have given me their views of what is going 
on over there, and I only wish we could make a record of their reports 
and put it in the hands of the Foreign Affairs Committee or some other 
committee, because I think these boys see and report things we should 
know about from a strictly unbiased viewpoint, and it is very much 
at variance from some of the views we are getting from the State 
Department. I give that asa sidelight. I think they could perform 
a real service to this country. And I am not referring only to this 
church, but to any church which sends boys like that. They could 
really give us an insight into the situation. 

Mr. Apatr. In what areas of the world do these boys serve? 

Mr. Dawson. Senator Bennett, I think, answered that. They serve 
in all areas of the world except non-Christian areas. They do not 
go into Africa or the Moslem countries. I do not think we have any 
in Italy or the almost totally Catholic countries. We have some on 
the islands in the Pacific, and about one-third are in Europe, and the 
others in this country. 

I do not think I have anything more to add on the bill itself, other 
than to say I do thoroughly endorse it. I think it has merit, not only 
in our State but in surrounding States. 

The statement was made that the University of Southern California 
probably had as many Mormon students as any other university except 
Brigham Young University. That might be true, because the church 
has a population in excess of 1 million, and a good many are in 
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southern California, Nevada, and Arizona. This legislation does 
affect a considerable majority of them in that age group, and I think 
the legislation certainly is long past due. 

Mr. Sprincer. Mr. Hagen, any questions! 

Mr. Hacen. No. 

Mr. Sprtncer. Thank you very much, Mr. Dawson. 

We will now hear from Mr. Stringfellow. 


STATEMENT OF HON. DOUGLAS R. STRINGFELLOW, A REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF UTAH 


Mr. Srrincrettow. I do not have a prepared statement. I am 
Douglas R. Stringfellow, Representative from Utah’s First District, 
comprised of 25 of the 29 counties in Utah. 

First I would like to mention that I think Senator Bennett has 
completely covered the problem in his statement and his answers in 
response to the ee asked of him. He has also pointed out the 
unpaid feature of the missionary system. 

z 
because he was called ies World War I. Congressman Dawson served 
on a mission, and I have served on a mission since coming out of 
World War II. I served on a mission when I was forced to walk 
with the aid of two crutches and braces. 

We look forward to serving on a mission as a part of our educa- 
tion. The church does not have a paid ministry. It is an entirely 
unpaid procedure. It is not an uncommon thing for a person like 
myself, who is engaged in radio activities in Utah, to also serve the 
church in the capacity of a bishop, which would be the equivalent of 
a minister in a Protestant Church, and we make our living elsewhere. 

I notice on the last page of the statement prepared by the Veterans’ 
Administration they infer this legislation would be giving a privilege 
to a group of veterans, and it might encourage pressure for privi- 
leges in favor of other groups. I do not think so. I think the privi- 
lege granted to this special group is one much needed in the country, 

regardless of what religious faith. If we can encourage these boys 
to go on missions for their chure hes, it would be a healthy thing. It 
gives a young man a foundation for life on which he can build a solid 
family unit, and he learns to budget his time, and his habits are con- 
trolled in a way that he is indeed an exceptional person in his com- 
munity. 

I speak from experience, because it was one of the richest experi- 
ences I have ever had in my life; and yet I went back, after serving 
the church and being close to God in this procedure, and served as a 
commentator on the radio for 6 years. I find myself now in the Con- 
gress of the United States, and I find I was a better radio commenta- 
tor and am a better C ongressman as a result of my experience. 

We are encouraging by this legislation something that is neces- 
sary and fundamentally sound in this country. I realize it may be 
breaking a precedent, but as we go along in life we will have to break 
a lot of precedents. 

I am in favor of this legislation because I would like all young 
men who reach this age to have the same advantage I had. Naturally 
this legislation would probably benefit the Mormon Church more 
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than any other church because of the orthodox procedure in the Mor- 
mon Church, but it extends to other churches the same benefits. It 
is an all-inclusive measure. 

Our missionary program has been going on 130 years, and I am 
very much ee ‘ested in it. 

If there any questions, inasmuch as I am a former missionary, 
I would be hau. to answer them. 

Mr. Sprincer. Any questions? Mr. Adair. 

Mr. Apair. It has been pointed out this would apply to about 1,000 
young men a year; is that correct ? 

Mr. Srrincrettow. That is the figure given by Senator Bennett, 
and I think it is based on some research. 

Mr. Apatr. Does that represent a rotating total; although the per- 
sonnel may change, the figure would remain level ? 

Mr. SrrinGreciow. I believe so. The church tries to maintain the 
force at about 5,000 young men. These young men have to meet certain 
qualifications. We do not want people representing us in the field who 
are not good representatives of the church. 

Mr. Apair. Out of those 5,000, you think this bill would apply to 
about 1,000? 

Mr. StriINGFELLOW. Yes. 

Mr. Aparr. And that figure would be relatively constant ? 

Mr. Srrineretiow. Yes. 

Mr. Aparr. For what period of time would these young men be in 
the missionary field ? 

Mr. Srrincrettow. The average mission is 2 years in this country, 
and a foreign mission, 24% years. In the case of a foreign mission, you 
have to allow time for learning the language and traveling time. For 
instance, young men who go to Argentina have to learn the language 
onthe spot. They usually learn the language in about 4 months. That 

s one of the unusual things that is hard to explain, but it has been 
accomplished time and time again. 

Mr. Sprincer. Mr. Hagen. 

Mr. Hagen. This group of individuals, of course, would be in all 
probability of a very high level intellectually ; they would be splected 
on the basis of their ability among other considerations? 

Mr. Srrincreittow. They are the cream of the crop. 

Mr. Hacen. It is not like extending this program generally to all 

veterans, when we run into the possibility of a man sud lenly deciding 
to go to college after he has made a failure of other activities? 

Mr. Srrincrectow. As I understand it, the bill restricts their serv- 
ices to missionary work; they have to be in a bona fide program. 

Mr. Hagen. You mentioned the observation of the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration that this legislation would result in pressure to grant 
similar consideration to other groups, but I think here you have a 
special group dedicated to the performing of services I would say are 
of v: alue tothe country. Did you not have the same problem at the end 
of World War Il? Did you havea similar problem ? 

Mr. Srrincrettow. Yes; there was a similar problem, and that is the 
reason for this legislation. 

Mr. Hacen. In other words, the same necessity of foregoing or inter- 
rupting this missionary duty or losing the education benefits existed 
then ? 
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Mr. Hacen. What happened in the average case? Was the man 
permitted to interrupt his missionary duty, or did he waive the college? 

Mr. Srrinerettow. It was about 50-50. Many of the young men, 
of course, got married during their stay in service, and the church 
encourages a strong family unit, so the church discouraged their going 
on missions after they were married and advised them to go on with 
their education. But some sacrificed education for missions and vice 
versa. 

Mr. Dawson. Following World War II there was no restriction on 
the number of young men who could go on missions before being taken 
by Selective Service. If they were selected to go on a mission there 
was nothing much Selective Service could do about it. But when the 
Korean war broke out and there arose a demand for more boys to go 
into service, then the church stepped in and said these boys could not 
go on missions until they had first offered their services to the country. 
That is when the difficulty arose. They gave up their right to go on 
a mission to go into service, and then, having come out, they felt. they 
should be permitted to do what they w anted to do in the first place. 
So this bill in effect compensates for the sacrifice they made in going 
into service. 

Mr. Patrrerson (counsel to the committee). I think the answer to 
Mr. Hagen’s question is that World War II veterans had 4 years to 
initiate a course of training, whereas Korean veterans have only 2 
years. 

Mr. Sprincer. From listening to this testimony, I take it that among 
the 1,000 boys rotating each year, since they are a select group, there 
would be a high percentage of them who would take advantage of the 
GI rights? 

Mr. SrrrncretLow. I would say 90 percent of them, or even higher, 

Mr. Sprincer. Any other questions? 

I believe that is all. 

Mr. Strinecrettow. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Sprrncer. Thank you for coming. 

Are there any other witnesses who wish to testify ? 

If not, the subcommittee will go into executive session. 

(Thereupon, at 10:45 a. m. the subcommittee went into executive 
session. ) 
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